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The arrival of foreign corporation keen on 'investing' in the region has intensified the scale of conflict. That the process of displacement was initiated in the colonial period and has intensified in the immediate post-Independence period is indisputable. Whatever the overall trend of asserting 'eminent domain' and taking over tribal lands, British rule applied conspicuous breaks on the wholesale appropriation of tribal land through legislation such as the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act of 1908, that attempted to codify tribal land rights, if only to temper the storm of tribal rebellions such as the Santal Hul and Birsa Munda's rebellion in the nineteenth century. It is this body of legislation that is being watered down using the law of eminent domain which allows the state to acquire property to oust communities and people from their traditional lands for a public purpose such as irrigation or mining under the colonial Land Acquisition Act of 1894. (Damodaran 2009 (Damodaran , 2011 . It is under this Act that communities have been displaced the majority of whom are Adivasis and Dalits have been displaced.
Most of these of displaced people have experienced an appalling drop in their quality of life and those who are presently resisting displacement right now, are articulate on the fact that, for them, these projects are not development at all. What is indisputable is the fact that these projects are driven by financial investment. 'Investment-induced (or forced) displacement' is therefore the proper term for what is happening (Padel, Dandekar and Unni 2013) .
For many tribal communities , real development has been articulated as ensuring food and water security, security in livelihood or jobs, and security of life. These securities are precisely what are being undermined by the large-scale 'development projects' believed to be intrinsic to 'national development' -a belief promoted by politicians and those who fund them, including apex financial institutions such as the World Bank. India's Prime Minister recently said that 'tribal communities are a great force for national development' (DNA 2015) . Indeed they can be -but only if we start to listen to people like Lado Sikoka and learn from the criticisms of contemporary development and about how to live sustainably by basing our economy on ecological principles.
(see Lado Sikoka's interview, p.5 this paper) For over 100 years, 'development' as he notes in tribal areas has involved the worst forms of human sacrifice, based on the bloodshed and suffering of Adivasis.
Displacement for mining, metal factories and dams has historically destroyed countless lives, and promises to those displaced have been systematically betrayed (Sahu 2009; Sharma 2010) , reducing highly developed and skilled, self-sufficient farmers to 'unskilled labour' close to slave labour. Cultural genocide of India's most sustainable and democratic communities is escalating, and little is being done to remedy this situation.
Among the worst resource conflicts are those involving the takeover of Adivasi lands in Central India, especially The role of planned investment for mining and metal production in Jharkhand alone is clear from reports by leading international investment agencies, in a context of massive increases in world-wide investments in mining (Padel and Das 2010, p.309 In this paper, we show the ways in which financial investments in the mining sector are effecting the territories and the populations inhabiting those an aspect of 'the corporatization of the Indian state' pointed out by Kaur (2015) . ..
The Investment-driven Development Model
The question of development or its most sustainable form, has always been at the heart of the debates on displacement and dispossession. Odia school books depict Odisha as one of India's poorest states, 'but rich in minerals,' and in the minds of many politicians and policy-makers the minerals are lying 'un-ulitilised' on the mountains The notion of 'un-utilized' or 'untapped' readily suggests the language of markets where resources left out of the commodification process are either seen as waste or potential surplus to be mined. And this becomes an obvious explanation for the lack of 'development' or poor living standards in the region. And either way, resources are discursively disconnected from the question of ecology and sustainability. Yet bauxite has a special property of combining with H2O, holding monsoon rain as it falls, on the summits of Odisha's (and northern Andhra's) bauxite-capped mountains, where these deposits form the source of hundreds of perennial streams, that in turn form the source of the region's rivers. When a mountain's bauxite deposit is mined, these perennial streams dry up, and the fertile area around the mountain become water-starved. This pattern is visible around India's largest bauxite mine operated by Nalco on Panchpat Mali in Koraput district (Das and Das 2005, Padel and Das 2010) .
The local resistance to such development projects has an equally long history. Speaking about Utkal Alumina's development plans in Kashipur, Bhagaban Majhi, an Adivasi leader of the Kashipur movement opposing Utkal's takeovers, speaks about the need for 'permanent development' that would benefit the villagers' grandchildren, and their grandchildren, rather than a model that would devastate millions of years old mountains for the sake of short-term profits for a few distant officials, making war-planes and bombs from the aluminium (Das and Das 2005) .
Lado Sikoka is a leader of the Dongria Konds at the heart of the movement that has so far saved the Niyamgiri mountain range from Vedanta's plans for mining bauxite from the summit of one of the biggest mountains. The company was formed in 2003 on the London stock exchange, out of Sterlite Industries, and investment orchestrated from London paid for construction of an alumina refinery at Lanjigarh, just below Niyamgiri. The local movement to prevent mining has received international support. A long-drawn-out legal process has reaffirmed a ban on mining bauxite from Niyamgiri, compelling the company to bring bauxite to feed its refinery from far away (Padel and Das 2010) . As Lado puts it:
'Vedanta (mining corporation) has troubled us greatly. It is fighting with us for Niyamgiri. The company people try to lure us with schools, hospitals and roads in our villages. They cannot trick us like that. We will do whatever it takes to save our Niyamgiri. We have rights over the mountain.
If they take Niyamgiri our world will be destroyed, won't it? We won't give up Niyamgiri for any price. What price are they offering us anyway? Niyamgiri isn't crores and crores of money.
Niyamgiri is our Life. We won't flinch if you take our flesh. But we won't tolerate Niyamgiri being dug up. This is our Dharma. They have bought Niyamgiri from the Government. But it doesn't belong to the Government. It belongs to the Adivasis. Did Vedanta or the Government make this mountain? How is it theirs to dispose of? … It makes me so angry… We may be outnumbered, but every one of us will fight to protect it… We are not afraid of asurmane (demons) like Vedanta… We have to be on our guard day and night. Can they give us five million rupees for every mango tree they destroy? Can they pay the proper price of every tree? They're coming from abroad, and want to displace us to some barren land!? It seems like some demons have come to life here from ancient myths. There's thousands of us, and we have our axes ready for them. Namaskar.' (Sikaka 2010) [translation from Odia by Surya Shankar Dash] Lado spoke these words ) when he got up to speak at the Public Hearing at Belamba village in April 2009 where a wide selection of the local community spoke against expansion of the Lanjigarh refinery to a production rate of six million tonnes per annum. His words expressed a deeper truth, a lot more succinctly and eloquently than any piece of academic writing.
The proposal was finally approved in January 2016 (Business Standard 2016), t Investment driven development projects are gaining ground even though it is becoming apparent that investment funds flowing into India are geared towards creating huge profits from extracting resources for a very small elite. The resources include minerals, water, forest and land, as well as cheap labour, and life-forms such as crops and animals. The ideology driving investment involves a technocratic model of 'development', in which raising the GDP includes raising productivity through top-down, large-scale forced industrialisation, as well as GMOs and bioengineering, and a huge increase in power generation, through coal, oil and gas, nuclear and hydropower (mega-dams); while the accelerating gap between rich and poor, devastated lives and livelihoods of those displaced, acute water shortages and pollution problems, and the resistance and painful divisions and conflict in society over rights to resources are glossed over as subsidiary problems in implementation. If the past conflicts were against the interventions of the developmental state, the new conflicts are staged in the same locations albeit against the corporations.
To take one example, the dam project whose water and electricity has now been diverted to Vedanta's Lanjigarh refinery in Odisha, has long been the center of resistance against big dams.
In the 1980-90s, the Upper Indravati reservoir project dammed five rivers in southwest Odisha funded by loans from the World Bank and turbines sponsored by Mitsubishi. Since the area is remote, the movement to try and stop the dam during 1989-1992 received very little national let alone international publicity, even though this was just the time when the Narmada Bachao Andolan was active against the Sardar Sarovar dam. At least 40,000 people were displaced by this reservoir. Fifty per cent or more were Adivasis, and their situation continues to be appalling, with the majority far worse off than they were before, both among those who accepted resettlement in specially built colonies, and those who did not -many of whom were not considered eligible, for example when their villages remained while most of their land was submerged. Some were even marooned on islands (Padel and Das 2010: 95-100 ). In the documentary DAM-aged (Sahu 2009 ), people from one Upper-Indravati-affected village speak out. As they note , not one of the many promises they were made have been kept. No school, no health facilities, no safe drinking water, hardly any cultivable land. 'If someone here gets ill, they wait here to die, unless they can raise the money from relatives or neighbours to travel the long way to town and visit a doctor and get medicine there.' As for electricity -the project was built for hydropower as well as irrigation -on paper, displaced villages are supposed to have electricity; in reality, it never came, and since this scam has been done with all the proper paper work, politicians and bureaucrats alike wash their hands of trying to set it right. This documentary highlights the rarely heard voices of displaced people -'All our old people died within weeks of our forcible removal' -'Before removal we lived like kings, we had so many kinds of food!' -'We so wish we could show our children how we used to live! Sometimes when the water recedes a bit, we see the top of our temple and can't hold back our tears. How well we lived then! Water no problem. Food no problem. Medicines available in the forest....'
The degrading labour work that is the best most can do now, breaking stones for construction, is paid very badly indeed and barely keeps families alive. All around the edge of the 30km long reservoir, the forest has receded (on top of the extensive forest directly drowned)as illegally cutting a bundle of wood and carrying it to a distant town is one of the few other ways of staving off starvation.
These kind of human details and voices from displaced people barely enter the resettlement literature. There is a 'reality gap' between policy and practice when it comes to resettlement and rehabilitation, and in the 'development' discourse in general, especially when it comes to foreign- 
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, by a group of US-based Indian scholars in contact with grassroots organisations) estimates that 7,000-17,000 jobs would be created in the construction phase alone, with a very small workforce after this, while in the coastal area, the new steel plant and port would displace 20,000-40,000 farmers, fisherman and others, who would lose their land and established livelihoods altogetheran arithmetic the project report is silent on. Although the 'excellent package' for those accepting resettlement offers one job per family, with free 'training', the reality is that highly skilled livelihoods under people's own control are being destroyed, while similar projects show that such job guarantees lapse in practice after a few years, since there is no independent agency enforcing them. Moreover, a huge Adivasi population in 84 villages in Sundargarh district and 32 in Keonjhar would be severely affected by the basic resource Posco's project depends on -the iron ore, which is already being mined in the Kurmitar mine in Khandadhara mountain range (Mukerjee 2012; Padel October 2012) . A similar situation applies to nuclear power stations that major movements are now resisting. At Kudankulam in Tamil Nadu, new power plants have been commissioned through violent suppression of local opposition, including a much-publicized shift towards penalizing foreign-funded NGOs (Selvaraj 2012) , and at Jaitapur on Maharashtra's coast another people's movement is trying to stop a new nuclear power station based on French investment. Quite apart from its devastating impacts on ecosystems and communities, the nuclear power industry does not make economic sense, and has a well-documented international history of lying and concealing vital information (Ramana 2012 ).
Even worse is the Maoist civil war in Central India's mining-affected areas. Part of the huge investments coming into these areas has funded a rapid increase in security forces, whose widespread atrocities include rape, committed with an impunity that guarantees repeat offending by men in uniform (Iqbal 2010; Padel 2008 Padel , 2011 . Peace overtures by Maoist leaders Azad and Kishenji have ended with these men's assassinations. From both sides, there is no end in sight, sacrifice people's lives, for distant gains -a Maoist revolution in the distant future on one side, enormous profits from metal trading in distant places on the other.
Mining Corporations: The Vedanta Model
The story of how an Indian company named Sterlite Industries became a British company named Vedanta Resources, to orchestrate investment into India focused on the aluminium industry is well- India's steel production is rising fast, pressure to mine these deposits is also rising fast, and we have witnessed movements by Adivasi communities resisting this pressure through democratic councils -pressure which manifests in the form of threats and potential violence. 
Investment that Fuels the Resource Curse Dispossession
Foreign investment often appears as an obvious benefit, bound to promote 'development' by raising the GDP, while the ecocide of devastated biodiversity and water systems, devastated livelihoods of those displaced, and the intensely violent conflicts over resources presently gripping Eastern Central India are perceived as unrelated to the pattern of investment or rationalised as acceptable costs. It is assumed that investment-led growth is reducing poverty, or is bound to reduce it.
On the contrary, careful economic analysis of poverty trends shows precisely the opposite, and long-term benefits for the country as a whole from this extraction-oriented investment are highly questionable, since ecosystems are being devastated alongside communities ( Since the BJP-led Government came to power in mid-2014, the tendency to attract foreign investment at any cost has been even more marked, with a tendency that many have criticised to over-ride environmental and 'people-friendly' legislation, including the FRA, the LARR Act, labour rights and environmental safeguards (Aggarwal 2014; D'Monte 2014; Daily Pioneer 2014; Kumar and Chauhan 2014; Jigeesh 2014; Mahabal 2014; Narain 2014; Prajapati 2014; Sainath 2014; Sethi and Jha 2014; Tewari 2014) . This escalation of pressure to clear projects to make way for investment is part of a world-wide trend (Narayan 2014 ).
In India, starting with Manmohan Singh's deportation of the German national who was questioning investment for the Kudankulam nuclear power station (Selvaraj 2012) , there has been a tendency to crack down on activists on a wide range of environmental and social issues. An
Intelligence Bureau report, commissioned by the Congress-led Government but released by the new BJP-led Government soon after it came to power in May In many ways, the investment pouring into central India is fuelling a classic resource curse, and a resource war (CSE 2008; Padel and Das 2010: 343-7) . The corruption surrounding India'sand the world's -mining industry is not an occasional, but a deeply embedded structural feature (Padel and Das 2010: 202-6; Schneider, Bueh and Montenegro 2010) . In India, it extends the black economy, first analysed around the urban property market (Kumar 1999 ) into land-grabs in India's remotest regions that have profoundly negative impacts on ecosystems and communities, all fuelled by black money (Tiwari 2013; S. Sharma 2014) . Worldwide, tax havens such as Vedanta have been used by leading financial institutions in 'developed countries' such as France, UK and the USA not only to avoid taxation but also to launder black money into 'legitimate' investments (Shaxson 2012) .
For all these reasons, the economics of investment-led growth need to be questioned from a holistic balancing of costs against benefits (Padel and Das 2010: 373-395; Padel, Dandekar and Unni 2013: 9-20) . The destruction of ecosystems, especially through excessive water usage, by the steel and aluminium industries in particular, needs far better calculation (Ritthoff, Rohn and Liedtke 2002; Padel and Das 2010; Das and Rose 2015) . Is the concept of economic growth a manifestation of the world's 'most dangerous fundamentalism'? Given the earth's dwindling resource base, should we be aiming at planned de-growth to avoid a catastrophic melt-down, far worse than the 2008 crash? (Heinberg 2011; Padel, Dandekar and Unni 2013; Kothari 2014) Shouldn't water, food and livelihood security be central to real development? (Padel 2012) Could it be that people's movements aimed at safeguarding their local resources are the cutting edge of real development?
